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St Peter’s Church of England – who to contact? 

 

Vicar: Reverend Nick Devenish 36261 
 

You can also contact the church through the website 
 

Pastoral Visitor: Judith Slater 36361 
 

www.stpetersfieldbroughton.org.uk 
 

h#ps://twi#er.com/stpetersfieldbr 

who look at her might catch a glimpse of the poten'al angel within them-

selves. It was excellent that our angel arrived in 'me for our Chris'ngle 

service which is aimed primarily at children, and raises money for The 

Children’s Society. 

For Your Diary 

Valen'ne's Sunday  17th February  Celebrate the love! 

Mothering Sunday  31st March   A very special service. 

Easter Day     21st April   Celebrate the resurrec�on. 

Our Giving 

The Barrow Foodbank has thanked us for our November dona'on which 

created 1290 meals and for our cash dona'on of £160. The carol singers 

raised about £200 for St Mary’s Hospice. Remembrance Sunday raised 

£340 for the Bri�sh Legion. In addi'on, over £150 was raised for The Chil-

dren’s Society, and £115 for Derian House Children’s Hospice. 

Our Thanks 

We would like to thank the many people who give of their 'me and 

effort to support the work of St Peter’s: All our clergy (from near and far), 

our flower arrangers and cleaners, and many other unsung heroes. 

A personal thank you: Judith and Malcolm Slater would like to thank everyone 

for their kindness and support at their difficult 'me over the Christmas and 

New Year period. Your help and prayers were very much appreciated. 
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Wise stewards for Epiphany 

 On the 6th January we celebrated the visit of the wise men from the 

East to Bethlehem. A journey that T S Eliot described in his poem 

‘Journey of the Magi’ as ‘a journey, and such a long journey’. For the 

wise men had travelled a long way in search of something. And they found 

that ‘something’ in Bethlehem — the baby lying in a manger. As St 

Mathew records, they responded by opening their treasure-chests, and 

offering gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 As part of our Christmas celebrations it is traditional for us to give and 

receive gifts. As we in our way express our love to others that mirrors the 

love of God in the giving of Himself. This is part of the story of Epiphany. 

 A recent report stated that as a percentage of the population we buy the 

most new clothes of any country in Europe. That will increase greatly in 

December and January as we look for Christmas gifts and journey to the 

sales. Unfortunately our thirst for new things is having an adverse effect. 

We are filling our landfill sites with discarded clothing. As a result chemi-

cals from our clothing are entering the natural water system and having a 

negative impact even on marine wild life. 
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What’s been happening in the Parish? 

     Our Remembrance Day service on November 

11th was well a#ended, as you would expect 

when commemora'ng the centenary of the 

1918 Armis'ce. We were delighted to welcome 

so many, and to be able to add to our display 

their poignant mementoes of family members 

who had died in the First War. The arrangement 

of photos, and other memorabilia, on a frame-

work of barbed wire and poppies, was a focal 

point for our service. It was leF in church for a 

week for visitors to see — so they could appreci-

ate the sacrifices made by our small community 

100 years ago, and remember that these losses 

were replicated across most of the country. Our service was a moving 

end to our year of remembering the 12 men on our war memorial. 

 Jesus asks us to consider. ‘Why do you worry about clothing? Consider 

the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell 

you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.’ 

 I do not believe that Jesus is asking us to be reckless and not to take 

responsibility for ourselves. Jesus is not against us buying gifts. We have 

been given intelligence to make decisions. Jesus is not saying abandon all 

responsibility, but trust in the belief that God cares for each one of us as 

God does for all of creation. We should seek after the Kingdom of God 

and follow this pattern for living. It is ok to have new things, new clothes, 

and to want to buy them for our loved ones, but we must think about the 

impact on the planet. Are we making a purchase for something that is tru-

ly needed? 

 Let us give thanks for Epiphany and the journey of the wise men from 

the East. Let us consider that our Creator God has equipped us with the 

gift to be wise stewards of creation. 

 Thank you for reading. Blessings to you at this special time of year. 

Nick Devenish 
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Nine Lessons and Carols, and Chris'ngle 

     These two special services proved popular again 

and it was especially encouraging to welcome 

some first 'me visitors through our doors. Appar-

ently there are those who think that ‘Chris Tingle’ 

is a person! Our congrega'on have no excuse as 

the symbolism of the decorated oranges was ex-

plained before we lit them and sang Away in a 

Manger by candlelight. Many thanks to our 

Chris'ngle-makers — a s'cky job! 

The Crib and the Journey of the Magi 

     One of our younger visitors, when shown 

the crib, asked where the baby Jesus was. It 

was explained that the infant is placed in the 

manger on Christmas Day (or Christmas Eve). 

[This is a prac'ce not universally followed!] 

The Magi too do not immediately join the na-

'vity scene. They make their way from the 

window sill at the 

back of the church (by way of the side win-

dows) un'l they join the other figures on their 

own feast day of Epiphany on 6th January [see 

Nick Devenish’s homily opposite]. 

Angelic welcome to St Peter’s 

     AFer the success of Cartmel’s Fes�val of An-

gels, there were quite a few angels looking for 

a new home. We were very happy when it was 

suggested that St Peter’s could provide very 

appropriate accommoda'on for Dee Cosford’s 

beau'ful crea'on. Dee said of her angel: “I am 

wishing that my angel gently offers the gi+ of 

seeing ourselves as good individuals at this spe-

cial �me.” The angel is holding a reflec've 

sphere (at about a child’s level) so that those 


